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Many insects eaf plants buf Rave you heard
of planfs fthaf eaf insects? The carniwrous
plants, such as fhe Yenus Fly Trap, are na-
five fo areas with poor sails. Tnoan efforf fo
gaf esfra nufrients, the plant will enfrap an
insact in ifs modified feaf where digesfive
wices break dowm fthe insect info usable nu-
frienfs. Qur callection has pifcher planfs,
sundews, Bladderwor s and fhe well=known
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Venus Fly Trap. a

Because they cannof walk, wiggle, or fly,
flowers which rely on insects for poffinafion
must find a way fo affract them. hsecfs may
be affracted by flower color or fragrance.
Some planfs offer food and shelfer in es-
change for poffinafion services, Clever planfs,
like some orchids, use insect mimicry. This
is when fhe flower is shaped and colored
similar fo an insecf. A confused inseet may
accidenfly pollinafe in an efforf fo mafe with
fhe imposfer. There are several orchids in
fhe Conservatory colfacfion.

Madagascar, a isfland nafion off the soufheasfern
coast of Africa, has a wealth of hidlogical diver-
sify which is quickly heing desfrogyed. The
unique flora and fauna of Madagascar make if
especially imporfant fo preserve as many species
are found only fhere. The nsecfary rears fhe
unusual Madagascar Aissing Cockroach. ¥ is one
of fhe world’s largest roaches. The hissing sound
is made when air passes fhrough ifs spiracles
and is sfarfling fo predators. Growing in fhe
Conzervatory is the odd Madagascar Palr. Nof
reaffy a palm af &lf, the sping=frunked succulent
is acfually in fhe Boghane family, a family of
medicinal imporfance. & cousin of fhe
Madagascar Palm, the rosy periwinkle is fhe
saurce for leukemia medicafion.

i Fon Facts

The combinad woighF of

alf Fhe anfs in Phe world

iz equal Fo Fhe woighF of
aff fhe humans!

Some insects will masquerade as
branches, foliage, or bark affempfing fo
hide themselves from predafors. The col-
orafions on fhe wings and bodies of fhese
insacts helps fhem Blend in with their
environmenf, making if difficulf for hun-
gry predafors fo make a meal of fhem.
The hsecfary has 3 fupes of walking
sficks. They look Nlke fwigs and leaves
hanging from fhe Branches.

One form pfan F can
produce 50 miffion

sporesf

& curious relafionship behween an anf and &
fropical free provides a clue fhaf insecfs
and flowering planfs ewlved fogefher. One
Q% reszarcher is sfudying fhis anf, whose
venom may be a pofenfial freatment for ar-
thrifis. The free provides food and shelfer
for fhe anf and in eschange, fhe anf will in-
dusfriously prune off fhe foliage of any en-
eroaching neighboring planfs, This reduces
the compefifion for wafer, lighf, and nurfi=
enfs, lefting fhe free grow fasfer and pro-
viding more food and shelfer for the anfs.
The hakifaf of the ant and ifs friend fhe
free are endangered. W fhe decline confin-
ues, we may lose an imporfant freafment
for a debilifafing dizease.

The coconuf palm may be one of
the mosft useful planfs in the world.
Masf of us are familiar with fhe
coconut as i is used in confechions,
but did you know fhaf fhe oil es
fracted from fhe meaf is used in
making margarine, non=dairy
creamer and whipped fopping, cos=
mefics and sunfan lofions among
ofher producfs? The leawes can be
used as roof thateh or woren fo
make baskefs or hafs And fhe
fruck can provide wood for shelfer
or fuel.

f ass Fhan 12 of Fho esfi-
mafod £ miffion spacias of
organizms on earfh have
beoon discovered, described




