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What fun I am having as dean of this college! You will understand what I mean as 
you peruse this issue of our annual report and read about our marvelous students 
and our incredible faculty, whose work is supported by hard-working staff. The 
proof is in the numbers, and in this issue we show you data that illustrate how the 
College of Biological Sciences is accelerating in its drive towards excellence. 

Ohio State recently announced that it has moved into the top 10 public research 
universities in the country and is now ranked 15th among all public and private 
institutions! Our college has played an integral role in helping the university to 
reach this signifi cant milestone. In the past year alone, four of our faculty were 
awarded multimillion dollar grants from very competitive funding agencies to 
support their research projects. The college continues to invest substantially in 
its research infrastructure by renovating facilities, purchasing state-of-the-art 
equipment, and supporting hundreds of students who work alongside faculty 
mentors as they pursue their own research projects.

I am especially proud of the way that our faculty have seamlessly blended their 
research and education programs. In addition to graduate training, we have 
extended the reach of our research programs to suffuse undergraduate curricula. 
Biological sciences faculty regularly receive grants solely for the purpose of 
supporting undergraduate research, and they teach courses that require students 
to conduct original projects. The college supports undergraduate research with 
designated scholarships, grants, and travel awards to students, and we highlight 
their research projects in our annual College Colloquium. 

We are also working hard to renovate Jennings Hall, formerly the Botany and 
Zoology Building (B&Z), to accommodate and enhance our undergraduate 
teaching programs. The Jennings renovation is our top priority for fund raising, 
and we hope you will fi nd it worthy of your support.
 
Please take a few minutes to look over the numbers of the past year and to see 
how we continue to improve. We welcome any feedback you wish to offer on 
our programs, for we rely on our alumni and friends to help ground our efforts 
in larger contexts. We are always happy to hear from you, whether it is to share 
news of your own, to offer a perspective on an issue we face, or to respond to 
requests for information. 

With warm regards,

Joan M. Herbers, Dean

THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY

THE COLLEGE OF BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES
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THE YEAR IN REVIEW

UNDERGRADUATE 
RESEARCH, 2004-05

Continuing to encourage 

undergraduate research, we 

provided financial support for:

37 Dean’s Undergraduate Research 
Awards, $150–$300

16 Mayers Summer Research 
Internships, $2600

Three travel awards for students to 
pursue summer research and/or 
present their research results in Paris, 
London, and Sao Paulo.

Richard Sayre 
Department of Plant Cellular 
and Molecular Biology

Zucai Suo 
Department of Biochemistry

Erich Grotewold and Rebecca Lamb 
Department of Plant Cellular 
and Molecular Biology

David Denlinger
Department of 
Entomology

Molecular Genetics 
Professor Mike Ostrowski 
discusses project with student.

Dave Culver 
Department of Evolution, 
Ecology, and Organismal Biology

Our faculty have helped to propel Ohio State to its position as one of the top 
10 public research institutions:

$8.6 million National Cancer Institute grant: Distinguished College 
Professor Mike Ostrowski, Department of Molecular Genetics, oversees a 
program to study how non-cancer cells promote cancer cell growth. 

$1.4 million National Science Foundation (NSF) grant: Professor Dave 
Culver, Department of Evolution, Ecology, and Organismal Biology, leads a 
16-member, multidisciplinary team working on biocomplexity in Lake Erie. 

$2 million NSF grant: Professors Erich Grotewold and Rebecca Lamb, 
Department of Plant Cellular and Molecular Biology (PCMB), study 
molecular regulation of plant growth.

$7.5 million Gates Foundation Grant: Distinguished College Professor 
Richard Sayre, PCMB, leads an international research team to develop a new 
strain of cassava to help “feed the world.”

Other outstanding faculty achievements: Biochemistry Professor Zucai Suo 
received a prestigious NSF Career Award. Microbiology Professor Joseph 
Krzycki received a University Distinguished Scholar Award. Entomology 
Professor David Denlinger was named University Distinguished Professor, 
Ohio State’s highest faculty honor.

Research Highlights

The following Biological Sciences 

undergraduates took top prizes 

for their research projects at the 

2005 Denman Undergraduate 

Research Colloquium: 

Amanda Bania, zoology

Kim Baskerville, microbiology 

Jacob Bryan, biology 
Michael Doarn, molecular genetics 

Daniel Fix, molecular genetics 
Virenkumar Patel, biology 

Soumitra Sen, molecular genetics 
Fyza Shaikh, molecular genetics 
Jason Stroud, molecular genetics 
Mark Troyer, biochemistry 
Nicholas Zorko, biology 



(1) Annual Reception for New Biological Sciences 
Graduates, June 2005. Students, families, faculty, staff, 
and alumni mix, mingle, and enjoy themselves at the 
reception in the Aronoff Lobby.

(2) Third Annual Bio Sci Golf Outing, May 2005 (l to r): 
Golf Outing Co-Chair Gary L. Floyd, Professor Emeritus, 
PCMB; Dean Joan Herbers; Alumni and Golf Outing 
Coordinator Megan Lalumondier; and alumnus and 
Golf Outing Co-Chair Ron Schild celebrate another 
successful event. 

(3) First Alumni Career Panel speaks to undergraduates, 
April 2005 (l to r): Dr. Greg Applegate, Ram Sridharan, 
Vickie Stout, Abby Schwaderer, Dr. Anna VanHeekeren, 
Mark Bloom.

(4) First Biological Sciences Alumni Scholarship awarded 
(l to r): Karen Jennings, society past-president; molecular 
genetics major Heather Chapman, bio sci alum scholar-
ship recipient; Dean Joan Herbers; and Alumni Society 
President Barbara Dixon at the Biological Sciences Schol-
arship reception, April 2005.

Picture This!

President Holbrook presents the Distinguished University Professor 
Award to Entomology Professor David L. Denlinger, June 2005, as 
Board of Trustees Chair Daniel Slane looks on.

Dean Joan Herbers and Professor Emeritus Charles A. Triplehorn 
at the dedication of the Triplehorn Insect Collection, April 29, 2005.

Undergraduate biology major Jacquelyn Cheatham explains her 
research findings to Microbiology Professor Neil Baker at the 17th Annual 
Biological Sciences Undergraduate Research Colloquium, April 2005.
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Dean Joan Herbers congratulates our new 
College Distinguished Professors, Mike 
Ostrowski (left) and Dick Sayre (right).



FROM B&Z TO JENNINGS HALL: PRESERVING THE PAST, 
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NEW LIFE FOR A CAMPUS LANDMARK

This design for teaching excellence will enhance undergraduate learning 
opportunities in a setting that honors the past, builds for the future, and 
incorporates the best of both using current technologies by:

•  preserving architecturally important details

•  restoring the grand stairway entrance on Neil Avenue, original hardware and 
wood trim, and distinctive double-dome structures capping the roof line

•  modernizing and upgrading physical plant

•  restructuring indoor space, improving lighting and traffic flow

  

The completed renovation will feature:

•  21 teaching laboratories

•  informal indoor teaching spaces

•  an outdoor courtyard living lab

•  a home for the Life Sciences Education Program

The Jennings 
Hall Renovation

THE JENNINGS HALL 
RENOVATION LEADERSHIP 
COMMITTEE

Honorary Chair, Edward Jennings, Ph.D.

Stanley J. Aronoff, J.D.

Amadou Ba, Ph.D.

Gary L. Floyd, Ph.D.

Judah Folkman, M.D.

John Rice, Ph.D.

Marsha Schild

Ron Schild, College Representative 
to the Alumni Advisory Council

Rod Sharp, Ph.D. 

Beth Sheridan, D.D.S.

Marilyn Sheridan

Wayne Sheridan, D.D.S.

Manuel Tzagournis, M.D.

Caroline Whitacre, Ph.D.

Andrea Zachary, Ph.D.

An early color sketch of B&Z, looking 
north on Neil Avenue.

1948: Construction of the B&Z Annex

How to Give: For information on how to support the 

Jennings Hall Renovation project at any level, please contact 

Gerri Bain at (614) 292-4008 or bain.32@osu.edu.



 INVESTING IN THE FUTURE
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1949: new greenhouses are built 
behind B&Z

1950: B&Z continues to grow

1962: Still growing—two wings 
are added to the back

The way it used to be: an old student 
lab/classroom

The first academic building constructed off the Oval, B&Z, completed in 1914, sits regally alone in a field. Home to generations of botanists, zoologists, 
and entomologists for nearly 90 years, it was renamed Jennings Hall in 2002 to honor former Ohio State President Edward H. Jennings.

KINGDOM $2,000,000 250-Seat Auditorium 1

PHYLUM $1,500,000 150-Seat Auditorium 1

CLASS $1,000,000 Living Lab Courtyard 1

ORDER $500,000 Life Sciences Education Program Suite 1

FAMILY $100,000 Student Lounge 1

   Research Laboratory 5

   Conference Room 2

GENUS $50,000 Teaching Laboratory 21

SPECIES $25,000 Faculty Office 4

Help Us to Renovate Jennings!
NAMING OPPORTUNITIES
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COLLEGE OF BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES FINANCIAL REPORT - FY 05  

  

Current Sources  Cash

General Funds  22,075,402
Development Funds 321,052
Endowment Interest 693,946
Sales and Services 542,616
Sponsored Research Awards 19,668,852
Total Current Sources $ 43,301,868

  

Current Uses General  Restricted Totals
  Fund Funds

Salaries - Faculty and Staff  11,098,166 3,730,968 14,829,134
Graduate/Postdoctoral Associates   
   Teaching Associates 2,832,274 32,383 2,864,657
   Research/Post Doc Associates 676,792 3,152,188 3,828,980
Undergraduate Students 154,472 376,338 530,810
Total Salaries and Wages 14,761,704 7,291,877 22,053,581

Faculty/Staff Benefi ts (Health,Retirement) 3,119,201 1,257,458 4,376,659
Graduate and Undergrad Benefi ts 206,958 137,524 344,482
Graduate Tuition Benefi ts 1,434,428 775,469 2,209,897
Total Benefi ts 4,760,587 2,170,451 6,931,038

Research Expense - Operating,Travel 533,765 8,031,488 8,565,253
Research Expense - Equipment 3,756 223,558 227,314
Teaching Expense - Operating,Travel 2,295,330 544,815 2,840,145
Teaching Expense - Equipment 743,028  743,028
Scholarships for Students  72,904 72,904
Eminent Scholar Support 301,950  301,950
New Faculty Support 575,000  575,000
Sales and Services Operating Expense  218,156 218,156
Renovations and Building Maintenance 475,924  475,924

Cash Carry-Forward 297,575  297,575

Total Other Uses 5,226,328 9,090,921 14,317,249

Total Current Uses $ 24,748,619 $ 18,553,249 $ 43,301,868

SOURCES OF INCOME

USES 

•  Faculty 
and Staff  47%

•  Administration  1%

•  Teaching 8%

•  Research
 Expenditures  21%

•  Student 
Support  23%

• General 
 Funds (GF) 52%

•  Endowment and 
Development 2%

•  Sales and 
Services 1%

•  Sponsored 
 Research (SR) 45%
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Major            Total Honors Scholars* Total   Honors Scholars* Total   Honors

Biochemistry     196 73 25 188      78       17 150      65

Biology          1266    329     190 1171     319      162 1067     274

Entomology       13       3      3 14       3        1 10       0

Evol and Ecol       34      13      3 37       13       2 45       21

Microbiology     219      57     25 175      44       18 156      43

Mol. Genetics    264    120     44 285      124      43 251      120

Plant Biology    15       2        2 13       2        1 10       0

Zoology           310      52     36 306      66       31 291      68

Bio-Undecided    162     23     19 187      28       16 168      29

Headcount        2446    651    343 2317     649      287 2121     620

STUDENTS BY MAJOR

Note: double majors are counted as one.
*New program in 2003.

2005 2004 2003

COLLEGE OF BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES DEGREES AWARDED     
 

Year Total Total Total  Degrees awarded to under-represented minorities  

  bachelor’s  master’s doctoral  bachelor’s master’s doctoral

  degrees degrees degrees  degrees degrees degrees

Su04–Sp05 364 38 36            32 0 1

Su03–Sp04 396 48 51   32 2 4

Su02–Sp03 345 40 41   30 1 1

Su01–Sp02 315 42 42   17 1 0

Su00–Sp01 278 35 58   25 1 1

Su99–Sp00 289 38 50   15 1 3

     

STATISTICS


